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 TITLE II POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION 

 

 CHAPTER 7 POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

 

2-7-1 Department Established 

2-7-2 Organization 

2-7-3 Peace Officer Qualifications 

2-7-4 Required Training 

2-7-5 Compensation 

2-7-6 Peace Officers Appointed 

2-7-7 Police Chief; Duties 

2-7-8 Departmental Rules 

2-7-9 Uniform Allowance 

2-7-10 Summoning Aid 

2-7-11 Taking Weapons 

2-7-12 Contract Law Enforcement 

 

 

2-7-1 DEPARTMENT ESTABLISHED.  The Police Department of the City is established to 

provide for the preservation of peace and enforcement of law and ordinances within the corporate 

limits of the City. 

 

2-7-2 ORGANIZATION.  The department consists of the Police Chief and such other law 

enforcement officers and personnel, whether full or part-time, as may be authorized by the City 

Council. 

 

2-7-3 PEACE OFFICER QUALIFICATIONS.  In no case shall any person be selected or appointed 

as a law enforcement officer unless such person meets the minimum qualification standards established 

by the Iowa Law Enforcement Academy. 

       (Code of Iowa, Sec. 80B.11) 

 

2-7-4 REQUIRED TRAINING.  All peace officers shall have received the minimum training 

required by law at an approved law enforcement training school within one year of employment.  

Peace officers shall also meet the minimum in-service training as required by law. 

       (Code of Iowa, Sec. 80B.11(2)) 

 

2-7-5 COMPENSATION.  Members of the department are designated by rank and receive such 

compensation as shall be determined by resolution of the City Council. 

 

2-7-6 PEACE OFFICERS APPOINTED.  The Mayor shall appoint the Police Chief with the 

approval of the City Council, and the Police Chief shall recommend to the City Council and Mayor, 

the other members of the department. 

       (Code of Iowa, Sec. 372.4(2)) 

 

2-7-7 POLICE CHIEF DUTIES.  The Police Chief has the following powers and duties subject to 

the approval of the City Council. 

       (Code of Iowa, Sec. 372.13(4)) 

 

 1.  General.  Perform all duties required of the Police Chief by law or ordinance. 

 

 2. The Police Chief shall wear upon the Police Chief's outer garment and in plain view, a badge 

engraved with “Police”, and such uniform as may be specified by the City Council, if applicable.  
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 3. The Police Chief shall assist prosecutor in prosecuting any persons for the violation of an 

Ordinance by gathering all the facts and circumstances surrounding the case.  

 

 4. The Police Chief shall be sergeant-at-arms of the Council chamber when requested by the City 

Council.  

  

 5. The Police Chief shall protect the rights of persons and property, preserve order at all public 

gatherings, prevent and abate nuisances, and protect persons against every manner of unlawful disorder 

and offense.  

 

 6. Enforce Laws.  Enforce all laws, ordinances and regulations and bring all persons committing 

any offense before the proper court. 

 

 7. Writs.  Execute and return all writs and other processes directed to the Police Chief. 

 

 8. Accident Reports.  Report all motor vehicle accidents investigated to the State Department of 

Transportation. 

       (Code of Iowa, Sec. 321.266) 

 

 9. Assist Officials.  When requested, provide aid to other City officers, boards and commissions 

in the execution of their official duties. 

 

 10. Investigations.  Provide for such investigation as may be necessary for the prosecution of any 

person alleged to have violated any law or ordinance. 

 

 11. Reports.  Compile and submit to the Mayor and City Council an annual report as well as such 

other reports as may be requested by the Mayor or City Council. 

 

 12. Command.  Be in command of all officers appointed for police work and be responsible for the 

care, maintenance and use of all vehicles, equipment and materials of the department. 

 

 13. The Police Chief may appoint one or more assistant Police Chiefs, with approval of the City 

Council from the members of the police force, who may perform the Police Chief's duties, with the 

approval of the City Council. 

 

 14. The Police Chief shall make such rules, not in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance, 

as needed for the detailed operation of the police department, subject to the approval of the City 

Council.  Such rules shall cover off-duty and on-duty conduct and activity of members, the wearing 

and care of the uniform, the use and practice with side arms and other police weapons, the use of 

police radio and other communications, attendance at training meetings and such other matters as the 

Police Chief determines to be necessary for the operation of the police department. The Police Chief 

shall see that the discipline and conduct of the department conforms to rules of the department.  In the 

event of an emergency the Police Chief may make temporary rules for the protection of the health, 

safety, and welfare of the City and its citizens until due consideration by the City Council may be had.  
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 15. The Police Chief shall have charge of the City jail when such is provided and of all persons 

held therein.  The Police Chief shall execute all orders of the court referring to the jail.  The Police 

Chief shall feed and shelter persons jailed in the usual manner and as required by law.  When no City 

jail is provided, the Police Chief shall make arrangements to convey any persons requiring detention to 

the County jail as provided by law and agreements with the County.  

 

 16. The Police Chief shall, whenever any person is bound over to the district court, convey the 

prisoner to the County jail. 

 

 17. The Police Chief shall keep a record of all arrests made in the City by police officers.  The 

Police Chief shall record whether said arrest was made under provisions of the laws of the State of 

Iowa or Ordinances of the City.  The record shall show the offense for which arrest was made, who 

made the arrest, and the disposition made of the charge.  

 

At least every year the Police Chief shall review and determine the current status of all Iowa arrests 

reported, which are at least one year old with no disposition data.  Any Iowa arrest recorded within a 

computer data storage system which has no disposition data after four years shall be removed unless 

there is an outstanding arrest warrant or detainer on such charge. 

 

2-7-8 DEPARTMENTAL RULES.  The Police Chief shall establish such rules, not in conflict with 

the Code of Ordinances, and subject to the approval of the City Council, as may be necessary for the 

operation of the department. 

 

2-7-9 UNIFORM ALLOWANCE.  All police officers shall be provided a uniform allowance as 

determined by resolution of the Council which shall be granted in the form of the purchase of clothing 

meeting the standard of color, style and quality specified by the City.  Any officer who leaves the 

department’s service shall turn over all items identifiable as official uniforms, including insignia, 

before receiving final compensation. 

 

2-7-10 SUMMONING AID.  Any peace officer making a legal arrest may orally summon as many 

persons as the officer reasonably finds necessary to aid the officer in making the arrest. 

       (Code of Iowa, Sec. 804.17) 

  

2-7-11 TAKING WEAPONS.  Any person who makes an arrest may take from the person arrested all 

items which are capable of causing bodily harm which the arrested person may have within such 

person's control to be disposed of according to law. 

       (Code of Iowa, Sec. 804.18) 

 

2-7-12 CONTRACT LAW ENFORCEMENT.  In lieu of the appointment of a Police Chief by the 

Mayor, the City Council may contract with the County Sheriff or any other qualified lawful entity to 

provide law enforcement services within the City and in such event the Sheriff or such other entity 

shall have and exercise the powers and duties of the Police Chief as provided herein. 

       (Code of Iowa, Sec. 28E.30) 


